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owned and furmad by Paul Z. Marlin family,

Td. Elvin Wolt family.

T6. New buildings on farm with 2 houses, Smull
house Edwin Reiff and dau. Barbara, Farmed hy Paul H,
Heiff family.
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REIFF FAMILY RECORDS

The Reiffs in Surope

Flurly Reill family secounts in Europe are nol so ensy Lo
find, thoy were not so readily found on Mennenile rocords
in Wurope, either in Lhe Mennonite feld or in Lulherun
areas The Memnonite Texicon (A Buropean Mennonite
enryelopedia) does uot list the name, A Germun Lutheran
Encyclopedin does however list one family, (Heal En-
eyclopedia Leipely. 1867 The name (8 Jaceh Fraderick
Heiff (1810 1, He Inbored in the fleld of philosophie.

It would be hard Lo specily the origin of this family in
Europe. The german ancyelopodia gives o slight ¢lue that
iL derives from the word relf meaning frosl in english
torms or il could also be interpreted to redf mewning ripe,

More Interesting aceounts are lound in the Anabaptist
field in Bwitzerland, where the name is apeflad Myl

Hans Ry{ is listed among & group of Anabaplists with
TMans Huslibach when they were in disputation wilh the
state church officials concerning Lheir laill in 1684, Other
familiar names listed to attend the disputation were,
Seckler, Schnider, Muller, Aberly, |Eberly] Brugger
|Bricker], Sutter, Hunzicker, Rreaneman, Zaugg, |Zugl,
Sehellenberger, Stauller, ' Miescler [Mishler], Tupp,
Krayenbuhl [Erahill], Kolp, Herman and others. Note
thal we meel many of these family names in this book.
Hans Ryl is [rom Madisony yl, in the Canton of Bern. Ber
mischer Tawfer, by Ernest Maller, 1855, PPH0, See also
Dig Taufgerinntnn Qemeinden by 8 H Geiser, 197],
Pr1ag, of german ship passengers are recorded G Low-
don however.

Fhe Reiffs In America

Redll fumily records are Wore numerous in Americs. Tt
is likely that ovr pioneer Reilfs are first found in Fran-
eoniy distriels of costern Pennsylvania. Thoy soon spread
to moere western counties Lo Laneaster, Lebanon, York,
Cumberlamd in Fenna, As well a8 to Maryland, Ontarin,
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Canadn, Virginia and later to Ohio and wesL.

It has nol been determined exaetly when our Reill
furebearers emigrated Lo America, but lkely before 1727,
as they are not found to be listed on german chiplists.
Belore thal time thoy were nol required to register al the
enurthouse in Philadelphia upon arrival therefore there is
no recorded shiplist of those wha arrived al Philudelphia
before that fime. Some records of the Heiffs, in castern
Pennsylvania appear, however,

The Reills were of the German Swiws duscent, There
would he quite a bit of research Lo he done vet to trace Lhe
full aneestry of thin Abraham Heill m Barhara Grofl, We
had writings handed o ws from our grandparents ond
great grandparents that this Abrabam came from Ger
many single. We were nol able bo find any immigralion
reeords Lo meel. his year of atarling end tnking possession
of his farm in 1757, which will be fully listed later. So we
are assuming Lhat this Abraham was the son of the
Salford deacon as shown in Lhe W. B, on page 1091, in
Wenger progenition. With his namo alan belng Ahraham
we ean helieve this possible with Lhe shove theory. Also
other genealogy records sueh as the carly Burkholder
family records show that every Burkholder and Reiff
murringe listed Lhe Reill us 0 descendant of the Salfned
deacon Abrabam Reiff. ~This with a number of other
records sliting the snme iU appears Lo be very convineing
of which we will now begin step by slep of what we are
able to find and Lry Lo piece {t togother,

At the Mennonite Historieal Cenler we Found a book
showing when und whers the carly seltlers ook their
[and patenls.

In Montgomery County, Lhree Tieiffs, toak each a pa
tent in the year 1734, It does nol say if they were single or
if they were brothers as we did have on eecounl handed
to us from our Ileiff relation in Maryvland as somenone he-
ing an the opinlon thay three Heill brothers had come
over together. Abraham Heifl took & patent of 200 A. in
Franeonin Township, and Tans Keill 100 A. and Jacob
Reifl 150 A, both in Salford Township. Our Franconia
friends tell us that Mana Ruiff stayed in Monigomery
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County leaving many Reill descendants in that area.
Tl is u barn still standing that was built in thy 1700
by ilans or hiz son inlaw and there is a Reill road at
Kulpsville Manlgomery County, Feana, Wo wers leld in
early history there were two dilfereal seels of Reiffs in
Montgomery County, Lhe Mennonite Helffs and the
Lutherans Heiffs. The M.RT. of April 1064 states that
Juenb ulso tonk n patent of 300 A. in Hemplield Township
in Lancaster County. This was faond in & wery in
teresling weconnt of o Minister John B, Recsor's trip to
Penna., in 1854, He was [rom Onlarie, Cansda and & aon
of Peter Maesor, who was 2 son of Christian Ressor m
Fannie Reifl, Christian and Fannie moved to Franklin
County fn 1786 and to Canada in 1804, Then Lhis Minisier
John E. whun visiling in Franklin County. He stopped at
the old Heesor homesiend and also visited a Henry Hellf
and a John Reill. Foolnotes claim them to be descendants
af this Jacab who first took land in Monlgomery Counly
then in Hempfield Township, Lancaster County. See a
mure complate vocord of this Jacolh Redff in book John
Jacob Martin Fumily of Cumberlond Coanty. He wos
marrivd fo o Sarah Rife.

We had oiher information from history of that area
thut name Helfts moved from Montgomery County o
Union County, and later moved to the stile of Califarnia,

Wae plso followed another by name ITans Jacob Rellf
whe arrived in Amcriea in 752 and hought 130 A. in
Iempfield ‘I'wp, which he deeded to his son Abraham ln,
1758 and stuyed in this Fumily » few more generalions,
These recordings can be seen in the Lanesster County
Courthouse, but \kere aren't any Reiffs in that arca
anymore Lhul we koow of slthough the Lancasier Counly
tourist map shows a Tife Run and a Kile Run Road near
Manhivm.

Theo Abraksm Reiff as the W. . seates died in 1753,
was married to Barbara Meyer, a daughler of Christian
Meyer. A book ol Lhe Life of the Colonial sehoal teacher
Christpher Thock at Skippack, Montgomery County shows
this Abraham Ruill as a trustee in oslablishing the
Salford Meeting Honse and wus then ordzined deason
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there.

Records show that around 1740, Abraham Reiff and
wife Barbara Meyer moved to Chester County, and later
to Lancaster County, in Leacock Township. According to
the research of Musser's School by friend Levi Stoltzfus
on S. Groffdale Road, he found records showing that a
Samuel Evans had taken a land patent in the year 1735.
This map also shows some Hans Groff land which Levi
claims was bought for Hans' three daughters and his own
homestead he traced back to Hans' youngest daughter
Susanna m Jacob Yoner. (See map on opposite page)

This Samuel Evans tract was 297 A, Today this in-
cludes 3 farms owned by Robert Martin, Floyd Nolt and
Elias Beiler with the latter possibly being the homestead
having the Reiff name on the house. Then Samuel Evans
and wife Ann sold this farm to Abraham Reiff and wife
Barbara Meyer. They then sold it to their son Isaac Reiff
who was first married to Barbara Holl and second mar-
ried to Rebecca Bear, according to W. B. which also states
him as a brother to Abraham, married to Barbara Groff.
When reading this Isaac's will at the courthouse which he
wrote before having any children he had willed 100
pounds to his brother Christian's son Isaac if they don't
have any children. Then records showed that Isaac and
Rebecca did have a son, which they named Isaae. This son
Isaae married Mary ______and they were the ones who
built the house where Elias Beiler lives, showing a
reading— Built by Isaac and Mary Reiff in 1828 —. Now
here we have several Isaac Reiffs listed and we are not
sure which of these were the ones that their 6 children
had pleaded to the Orphans Court in Lancaster for guar-
dians due to their father Isaac Reiff being a habitual
drunkard.

The court appointed Gabriel Eckert over Catherine E.,
Jacob E. and Gabriel E. Reiff and Daniel W. Eby over
Isaac E., Levi E. and William E. Reiff. If these were the
children of Isaac and Mary this may have been the reason
that this Reiff homestead was next soid to a few genera-
tions of Mussers, with Reuben Roman Diller in charge of
the administration. First a John Musser and wife Mary
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then a Jacob R. Musser and wife Susanna. The next
owner was Minister Joseph Wenger b Aug. 31, 1829, — d
November 6, 1907, m Elizabeth Musser b January 30,
1828, — d Augusl 30, 1903, a sister to Jacob. Joseph and
Elizabeth are listed in W. B. No. C7202, Joseph was or-
dained minister October 1, 1857. He died when siruck by
a tfain on the Lancaster and Downingtown Railroad.
They had two children, one died in infancy and one
daughter named Anna, married to John Martin, and they
were the next to own this farm. They are ancestor to Auc-
tioneer Bob Martin. This was probably the time when this
plantation was divided into 8 tracts of which the parl of
the Reiff Homestead was then sold from John Martin to
David and Naney Blank and next to his son Daniel K. and
Katie Blank the father-in-law of present day owners the
Elias Beiler family.

“According to immigration records there were many
Reiffs who sailed to America and landed at Philadelphia.
A Family Heritage Book available through a Beatrice
Bayley shows the Reiff name scattered pretty well
throughout the nation.

The German-Swiss descendants wrole their names
Reiff, the same as we do to-day, except in a few cases only
the last f is omitted, as Reif, then some more English
speaking people wrote it Rife. This spelling appears in W.
B., page 926, showing a John and Frances Coffman
Whanger bought 207 acres of land in Greencastle County,
Virginia, on May 31, 1796, from a Jacob Riphe.

We will now begin on the more proven records beginn-
ing with the purchase of farm No. 1 showing on map No.
5, page 44 and 45 as follows. “notes taken from old deeds.”
February 12, 1757, Samuel Groff and Christina his wife to
Abraham Reiff and Barbara his wife a daughler of
Samuel Groff and Christina for advancement in the world
for a sum of 200 pence for 158 acres. Boundaries, Joseph
Horst (a brother-in-law), Mark Groff (Samuel's brother)
Christian Wenger (subject of W. B.) and Hans Rudolf
Megler. (This was 2 minister in the Groffdale Church un-
til he later joined the Seventh Day Adventist or the
Ephrata Cloister, This being a part of the former transac-
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tion as follows, July 26, 1738, Hans Groff and wife Susan-
na sold 219 acres to son Samuel Groff for 2 pounds. This
wias the same traet that Hans Groff bought from John,
Richard, and Thomas Penn on Nov, 18, 1737, for 1400
slerling for every 100 A. and balance 19 acres according.
Boundaries, Christopher Winger, Mark Groff, Hans
Rudolph Negley.



