The Voyage of the Dolphin
Between 7 Aug 1637 - 12 Jan 1645 , Texel, Holland; Alantic Ocean; New Amsterdam

In the various records, as with the people of the era, the ship in which our ancestors travelled has been given a variety of names depending on the record keeper. The intrepid vessel is listed as the "Dolphijn", "Den Dolphyn", and the name most use today - the "Dolphin." But it is generally agreed that the ship left the Texel area of the Netherlands on 7 September 1637 and arrived in New Amsterdam on or about 28 March 1638. An unpublished thesis by Jaap Jacobs, in which he and others have tried to compile and translate the shipping records and passenger lists of the various ships bound from the Netherlands to the New World, gives the following data:

Schip (Ship): Dolphijn

Schipper (Captain): Jacob Teunesen 

Reder (Owner) / Bevrachter (Loaders): WIC (West Indies Compagnie) / Charter

Vertrekplaats (Place of Departure) / Datum (Date): Texel / 7 September 1637

Aank. plaats (Place of Arrival) / Datum (Date): Nieuw-A'dam (New Amsterdam) / 28 March 1638

But such raw data cannot tell us the story behind the voyage.  J.H. Innes tells us most of the story of the beginning of the journey which Leendert undertook, though Leendert was not his focus. In his "New Amsterdam and Its People," (Vol. 1, p. 35), Mr. Innes says, "Upon a September day in the year 1637, the yacht "Dolphin" lay at anchor near the mouth of the Texel. Here, amidst the crowd of Dutch men-of-war, or merchant vessels, East Indiamen, Baltic coasters, colliers from Newcastle, and fishing smacks from all parts of the North Sea, which filled that great commercial highway of the Netherlands, leading from the Zuyder Zee out into the German Ocean, the skipper of the "Dolphin" hailed his brother skipper of the "Herring." He was in very poor trim for an ocean voyage to New Amsterdam to which port he was bound; his vessel was leaking badly; he had no carpenter, and his crew stoutly refused to go to sea without one. Could the skipper of the "Herring" do anything for him? On board the "Herring" was a young carpenter named Pieter Cornelissen, whom the skipper of his vessel was able to spare; and as he was willing to go, he embarked on board of the "Dolphin" and reached New Amsterdam in safety, after many months at sea. Most of which was a stormy and perilous voyage in which most of the cargo was ruined. He never returned to Europe but became a denizen of New Amsterdam. It was upon such accidental circumstances as these that many colonists came to America."

As a much later vessel named the "H.M.S. Titanic" found out, traveling the North Atlantic at any time, even Spring, could be dangerous. Add in trying to travel during the midst of a stormy and cold winter, in a very much smaller ship and one that was leaking before the voyage even began, and you begin to get a feel for the bravery and determination those earliest settlers had. Yachts back then were not the fancy rich person's vacation boat we think of today. Only able to carry about 20-30 lasts, 40-60 tons, of cargo and about the size of maybe two large school buses, being on a stormy sea could make even the strongest of men feel small and alone. But neither the timing of the journey nor the bad weather were apparently the worst parts of the trip. 

In Charlotte Wilcoxen's "Ships and Work boats of New Netherland, 1609-1674" (p.62) it talks about the stinginess of the crew in giving food to the passengers, "Dutch skippers were notorious for cutting rations to the bone on these voyages. In one case passengers on the yacht "de Dolphyn" to New Netherland were kept on such short and inedible rations that they complained bitterly to the authorities on arrival at Manhattan." Further information about the complaint is in "Calendar of Dutch Historical Manuscripts. 1630-1664," (p. 1) by O'Callaghan, which shows that, "On April 19, 1638, the crew of the "Dolphin" was brought before the Provincial Secretary regarding their stormy passage on that vessel from Holland and the consequent damages. They complained that the Captain had not provided the passengers with food during a part of the voyage. Andries Hudde and Jan Lapalt, Commissary Pietersen and Skipper Derksen told that the Captain of the "Dolphin," Jacob Teunesse of Amsterdam, had complained, before sailing, of the leaky condition of the ship.

More details of the case against the crew of the ship is detailed in "New York Historical Manuscripts Dutch" by Arnold J. E. Van Laer (Vol. 2, Item 139g) when the case was continued during town minutes from 1645. So far this is the last entry found about the ocean crossing of our troublesome, but ultimately successful, ship in her career as a transport. "Before me, Cornelis van Tienhoven, secretary of New Netherland, appeared Leendert Arentsz aged forty-four years, and Barent Jacobsz aged thirty-four years, who at the request of Jan Jansz Schepmoes jointly attest, testify and declare, in place and with promise of a solemn oath if necessary and required, that it is true and truthful that they arrived here in the year 1638 in the ship "Den Dolphyn", on board of which were then also Jan Schepmoes, his wife and two children, of which children during the voyage one received half rations and the younger being a sucking babe, never received any ship's food. All of which they, the deponents, offer to confirm. Done in Fort Amsterdam in New Netherlands, the 12th of January 1645.

This is the X mark of Leendert Arenden
Barent Jacobsz Cool
Acknowledged before me, Cornelis van Tienhoven, Secretary"

As a follow up note, according to "Ships and Work boats of New Netherland, 1609-1674" by Charlotte Wilcoxen (p. 64), a yacht listed as "De Dolphijn", along with the yacht "Abraham's Offerhande", were listed as carrying 4 guns (cannon) each in action against the Swedes on the South River. It is undetermined if this is the same yacht that brought the families to New Amsterdam and was possibly later pressed into service of the colony, which happened often enough. The name Dolphin, or its variants, have often been used and reused on many different boats of different classes. So the work history and final fate of these vessels can often be lost and merely guessed at.
